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Do you Twitter? One of the newest 
social-networking sites, Twitter 
allows people to post their thoughts 
online. But there’s a limit. Messages, 
or “tweets,” must be under 140 
characters (numbers, letters, and 
spaces) long. Will Twitter prove to 
be a valuable new communications 
tool—or a flash in the pan? Study the 
cartoon, then answer these questions 
on a separate sheet of paper.

	 1.	 �Who is the person depicted in the 
cartoon?

	 2.	 �How do the words on the screen 
differ from what he actually wrote?

	 3.	 �What elements in this cartoon 
could not have been together in 
real life?

	 4.	 �Why do you think the cartoonist put 
them together?

	 5.	 �What do you suppose the cartoonist 
thinks of Twitter? Explain.
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7Cartoon

What method did Lange use when photographing migrant workers? What “truths” 
might she have captured in her photos that made her patience pay off?  

“She would walk through the field and talk to people, 
asking simple questions. ‘What are you picking? . . . 

How long have you been here? When do you eat lunch? 
. . . I’d like to photograph you,’ she’d say, and by now it 

would be ‘Sure, why not,’ and they would pose a little, 
but she would sort of ignore it, walk around until they 

forgot us and were back at work.”
—Ron Partridge, assistant to Dorothea Lange

7 Eyewitness

Ron Partridge

What Do You Know?

Fill in the letter of the best 
definition for each of the 
following words.
	1.	 executive
	 A death sentence
	 B �judge who decides  

on felony cases
	 C leader in charge
	 D legislator

	2.	 federal 
	 A colonial
	 B �international
	 C local
	 D national

	3.	 iconic 
	 A �like a religious  

statue
	 B powerfully symbolic
	 C sarcastic
	 D serious

	4.	 judicial 
	 A childish
	 B illegal
	 C �referring to  

courts of law
	 D �respectful of  

other people

	5.	 legislature 
	 A advisory board
	 B lawmaking body
	 C �representative 

government
	 D war council

	6.	 tyranny 
	 A chaos
	 B oppressive rule
	 C piracy 
	 D �resistance to 

pressure

7Word Wise




