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READ 180 Has Been Proven 
Effective in 37 Studies

I n the 11 years since READ 180 was first implemented in classrooms it has been the subject 
of continuous research and evaluation. Thirty-seven studies have proven that READ 180 
has a positive impact on student achievement across multiple grade levels and multiple 

types of student populations.

READ 180 has been proven to:

Improve performance on state tests results
Upper Elementary Students

Iredell-Statesville Schools, NC
New York City Public Schools District 23, NY
Traverse City Area Public Schools, MI

Middle School Students

Austin Independent School District, TX
Desert Sands Unified School District, CA
Holyoke Public Schools, MA
Indian River School District, DE
Martin County Public Schools, FL
Miami-Dade Public Schools, FL
Peoria Public Schools District 150, IL
Sevier County Public Schools, TN

High School Students

Anaheim Union High School District, CA
Cypress-Fairbanks Independent 
     School District, TX
Phoenix Union High School District, AZ
Santa Rosa County School District, FL
Seminole County Public Schools, FL
Socorro Independent School District, TX
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Reduce the dropout rate3
Clark County School District, NV



 
All of these studies, and others are documented in the Compendium of  
READ 180 Research. To order a copy call 1-800-387-1437.

All studies can be downloaded at www.scholastic.com/read180.
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Improve reading achievement for  
African-American, Native American, and  
Latino students
Austin Independent School District, TX
Central Consolidated School District, NM
Fairfax County Public Schools, VA
Iredell-Statesville Schools, NC

Martin County Public Schools, FL
New York City Public Schools District 23, NY
Peoria Public Schools District 150, IL
Phoenix Union High School District, AZ

Improve reading achievement for  
English Language Learners
Austin Independent School District, TX
Clark County School District, NV
Desert Sands Unified School District, CA
Fairfax County Public Schools, VA
Holyoke Public Schools, MA

Peoria Public Schools District 150, IL
Phoenix Union High School District, AZ 
St. Paul School District, MN

Clark County School District, NV
Daviess County School District, KY
Des Moines Independent Community  
     School District, IA
Holyoke Public Schools, MA

Indian River School District, DE
Peoria Public Schools District 150, IL
St. Paul School District, MN
Traverse City Area Public Schools, MI 

Improve reading achievement for students  
receiving Special Education services

Increase teacher retention
Seminole County Public Schools, FL

3

3

3

3



This rigorous review of evaluation research in Reading Research 
Quarterly placed READ 180 in a select group of four adolescent 
literacy programs that showed more evidence of effectiveness than 
128 other programs reviewed. 

Slavin, R., Cheung, A., Groff, C., & Lake, C. (2008). Effective reading programs  
for middle and high school students: A best-evidence synthesis. Reading Research 
Quarterly, 43(3). 290–322.

Based on the evidence of effectiveness with students in special education  
as well as the instructional practices designed to meet the needs of students  
with disabilities, the Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE)  
endorsed READ 180 for use in Special Education.

Peer-Reviewed Journals  
and Respected Third Parties 
Have Documented  
READ 180’s Effectiveness

4

The Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness published 
a randomized control study undertaken by Seminole County, Florida 
Public Schools, which found that the gains of 9th-grade students 
enrolled in READ 180 during 2006–2007 exceeded the benchmark for 
expected yearly growth on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment 
Test (FCAT).

Lang, L., Torgesen, J. K., Vogel, W., Chanter, C., Lefsky, E., & Petscher, Y. (2009). 
Exploring the relative effectiveness of reading interventions for high school 
students. Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness, 2, 149–175. 

The Institute for Educational Science (IES) What Works Clearinghouse has 
the highest bar for educational research in the country.  “READ 180 is one of 
only two programs that has a sufficient body of evidence to be included in the 
What Works Clearinghouse, which has recognized the program for potentially 
positive effects in comprehension and general literacy achievement.”



This Brockton, Massachusetts study, published in the Harvard 
Educational Review, indicates that READ 180 can be successfully 
implemented—with minor modifications to the model—in an after-
school setting. Furthermore, the study showed that the rate of  
after-school attendance among READ 180 students was significantly 
higher than among control group students, and that READ 180 
students and teachers found the program engaging and motivating.

Hartry, A., Fitzgerald, R., & Porter, K. (2008). Implementing a structured reading 
program in an afterschool setting: Problems and potential solutions. Harvard 
Educational Review, 78(1), 181–210.

Although the Council of Great City Schools does not endorse programs, this  
respected organization partnered with Scholastic to conduct the first large-scale trial of 
READ 180. This study documented the positive impact of READ 180 with students in 
Boston, Dallas, and Houston and led to recommendations on effective implementation.
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In this study of 8th graders in the Los Angeles Unified School District, 
published in Reading Improvement, two years of SAT-9 Reading and 
Language Arts scores were analyzed for READ 180 students and for 
a matched comparison group similar in gender, ethnicity, language 
proficiency, and pretest SAT-9 reading scores. Results showed that 
READ 180 students made significant growth of over three normal curve 
equivalents (NCEs) in Reading and almost two NCEs in Language Arts 
on the SAT-9, while the comparison group lost ground in both Reading 
and Language Arts. Importantly, disaggregated data for limited English 
proficient students demonstrated that their gains were essentially 
identical to those of the group of READ 180 students at large.

Papalewis, R. (2004). Struggling middle school readers: Successful, accelerating 
intervention. Reading Improvement, 41(1), 24–37.

This Reading and Writing Quarterly article documents the foundational 
research conducted by Dr. Ted Hasselbring and his team from Peabody 
College at Vanderbilt University. Collaborating with Dr. Janet Allen, 
a reading specialist from University of Central Florida, this team of 
researchers successfully field-tested the adaptive technology algorithm 
and instructional strategies that became READ 180 with thousands of 
students in the Orange County, Florida Public Schools.

Hasselbring, T., & Goin, L. (2004). Literacy instruction for older struggling readers:  
What is the role of technology? Reading and Writing Quarterly, 20, 123–144.



Experience in 15,000 
Classrooms Across the Country 
Tells the Real Story of Results

The following district leaders tell the story of READ 180’s effectiveness far better than any 
report ever could. Feel free to contact them to hear about how they were able to 
implement READ 180 to ensure the quantifiable gains in achievement in their districts. 

Northeast

Southeast

Bethlehem Area School District, PA 
Kathy Bast, Coordinator, Literacy/ELA, K–12
(610) 861-0500 ext 60056
kbast@bethsd.org

Brentwood Union Free School District, NY
Ann Palmer, Director, English Language Arts
(631) 434-2241
apalmer@bufsd.org

Camden City Public Schools, NJ
Andrea Gonzales Kirwin, Assistant Superintendent 
(856) 966-2081
akirwin@camden.k12.nj.us

Chicopee Public Schools, MA
Rick Rege, Superintendent
(413) 594-3410
rrege@chicopee.mec.edu

Holyoke Public Schools, MA
Lynn LaJoie, District Academic Coordinator
(413) 493-1608
llajoie@hps.holyoke.ma.us

Looking for a site even closer to home?
Please call us at 1-800-387-1437 so we can connect you to a READ 180 site near you.
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Chesapeake Public Schools, VA
Robert Shirley, Supervisor, Secondary 

Language Arts
(757) 547-0153
shirlrce@cps.k12.va.us

Duval County Public Schools, FL
Ed Pratt Dannals, Superintendent
(904) 390-2115
prattdanne@duvalschools.org

Memphis City Schools, TN
Irving Hamer, Deputy Superintendent 
(901) 416-5800
hameri@mcsk12.net

Seminole County Public Schools, FL
Dr. Bill Vogel, Superintendent
(407) 320-0004
bill_vogel@scps.k12.fl.us



Midwest

Southwest

West

Ann Arbor Public Schools, MI
Chuck Hatt, Coordinator, Literacy and 

Social Studies Instruction
(734) 994-2361
hatt@aaps.k12.mi.us

Green Bay Public Schools, WI
Jerry Wieland, Director of Special Education
(920) 448-2081
jwieland@greenbay.k12.wi.us

Jefferson County School District, CO	
Debbie Backus, Chief Academic Officer
(303) 982-6621
dbackus@jeffco.k12.co.us

Cindy Hernandez, School Improvement Specialist
(303) 982-6840
chernandez@jeffco.k12.co.us

St. Paul Public Schools, MN
Valeria Silva, Chief Academic Officer
(651) 767-8139
valeria.silva@spps.org

Cypress-Fairbanks Independent School  
District, TX

Linda Macias, Assistant Superintendent, 
Elementary Instruction

(281) 897-4118
linda.macias@cfisd.net

East Baton Rouge Parish School  
System, lA

Herman Brister, Assistant Superintendent
(225) 922-5595
hbrister@ebrschools.org

Midland Independent School District, TX
Sylvia Garza, Assistant Superintendent, 

Curriculum and Instruction
(432) 689-1092
sylviag@midlandisd.net

Phoenix Union High School District, AZ
Dr. Deborah Gonzalez, Assistant Superintendent, 

Instruction and Accountability
(602) 271-3100
dgonzalez@phxhs.k12.az.us

Recovery School District, New Orleans, LA
Paul Vallas, Superintendent
(504) 373-6200 ext 20016
paul.vallas@rsdla.net
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Clark County School District, NV
Beth Howe, Executive Director, 

Student Support Services
(702) 799-5413
beth_howe@interact.ccsd.net

Moreno Valley Unified School District, CA
Kim Kruger, Director, Secondary Curriculum
(951) 571-7536
kkruger@mvusd.k12.ca.us

Murrieta Valley Unified School District, CA
Char Gollogly, Director, Curriculum & Instruction
(951) 696-1600 x 1209
cgollogly@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Napa Valley Unified School District, CA
Laura Ryan, Administrator, Intervention 

& Assessment
(707) 253-3500
lryan@nvusd.k12.ca.us

Sweetwater Union High School  
District, CA

Michelle Sturm-Gonzalez, District 
READ 180 Facilitator

Barbara Howe, District READ 180 Facilitator
(619) 407-6300
michelle.sturm-gonzalez@suhsd.k12.ca.us
barbara.howe@suhsd.k12.ca.us
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The key to getting great results?
Great implementation.

Nothing worth doing is easy. And nothing is more worth doing than embarking on a 
serious, district-wide literacy improvement effort. Research indicates this investment 
can pay back many times over in the form of improved performance on state tests, 

reduced dropout rates, and accelerating students out of special education to general education. 

Eleven years of partnering with districts in this critical work has taught us that 
implementation is critical. While many literacy improvement initiatives begin with a 
passionate desire to improve the skills and lives of students, they cannot end there. Initiatives 
have to be followed up with a strong commitment from the top to implement with fidelity.

Experience in 15,000 classrooms across the country has given Scholastic unique insight 
into what works and, just as importantly, what doesn’t. This experience has been distilled into 
a framework called the Managing Achievement Protocol, or MAP. The MAP is designed to 
facilitate discussion, early in the process, between Scholastic and district leadership, and 
to inform a fully developed implementation plan.

 Five Key Success Factors . . .

A Commitment. A Strong Team. A Plan.

Effective Program Launch and Training to  
Lay a Foundation for Success

Ongoing, Collaborative Support to Improve
Classroom Teaching Practices

Ongoing Implementation Progress Monitoring,
Data Analysis, and Reporting

Defined Capacity Building Plan for Long-Term 
Literacy Improvement.



The READ 180 
Performance 

Pledge
When implemented with fidelity, the majority of students 

will break the cycle of failure and show 

significant growth in reading, as measured by Lexiles®. 

Successful implementation of READ 180 
is a shared responsibility. 

For an overview of the responsibilities of  

Scholastic and its district partners, visit

www.scholastic.com/read180/performancepledge.



www.scholastic.com/read180

America’s most innovative program offers the rigor and relevance 

teachers need to address the Common Core Standards 

with struggling readers.
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